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noted by the Dues de Luynes and de Croy; five
years later the child came to a premature end.

Being of a sensitive affectionate and grateful
nature, the king could not but bitterly regret the
loss of Maurice-Hermann de Saxe, that faithful
and glorious marshal whose victories had shed a
brilliant light on the history of the reign. Speaking
of this loss, sustained on 30th November, the Due
de Croy wrote in his Memoirs: "He had faults
on the moral side, perhaps even on the social side,
which together with the envy that meets all great
men had made him many enemies; but if in that
he paid nature the price of faults from which so
few men are exempt, it can be said with truth that
as a perfect general he had no faults.

"The clarity and fairness of his views, his firmness,
and even the admirable courage with which he
executed them, leave nothing to be desired on
that side. He was a born soldier and tactician,
all his life he had studied and meditated, even
amidst his greatest dissipations; and what I think
is most truly heroic in him is that I have seen him
so often rise not only above death, but above
defeat and suffering. At Fontenoy, bitterly wound-
ed, for a long time he -watched a more than doubtful
battle without showing the least alarm; though
unable to stir from his bed, he gave the greatest
orders with unmistakable firmness. There are few
men who have maintained that firmness like him;
and it is that which marks out souls, and makes
heroes."

Could one find a finer eulogy from a truthful and